Rotherfield Primary School
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
Information Report

1. About this report

The Children and Families Act 2014 says that all maintained schools must publish
a Special Educational Needs (SEN) Information Report every year. This report
explains how our school meets the needs of children with SEND. It will be shown
on our school website and in the ‘local offer on www.eastsussex.gov.uk

In this report, we explain how we meet our duties towards pupils with special
educational needs and disabilities. This report is also our SEND policy.

We will review this report every year and will involve pupils and parents by
discussing the report with the School Council and a working party group of parents
from our school. If you want to give us your views about the report, please contact
the school office.

Signed: Helen Fuller, Governor with SEN responsibility

Date: 9™ September 2026

2. Who do | contact?

If you are thinking of applying for a place at Rotherfield, please contact the school
secretary on 01892 852574 or via office@rotherfield-cps.e-sussex.sch.uk

If your child is already at the school and you have concerns, you should talk to your
child’s class teacher in the first instance. To make an appointment, please see the
teacher after school or phone: 01892 852574.

The SENCO is responsible for managing and co-ordinating the support for children
with special educational needs and disabilities, including those who have
Education Health and Care Plans (EHCP). The SENCO also provides professional
guidance to school staff and works closely with parents and other services that
provide for children in the school.

Special Educational Needs Coordinator: Miss Jen Robins

inclusion@rotherfield-cps.e-sussex.sch.uk



http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/
mailto:office@rotherfield-cps.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:inclusion@rotherfield-cps.e-sussex.sch.uk

3. Which children does the school provide for?

We are a maintained County Primary School for pupils age 4 to 11. We are an
inclusive school. This means we provide for children with all types of special
educational needs and disabilities. If you would like a place for a child who already
has a statement or Education Health and Care Plan, please contact your
Assessment and Planning Officer at East Sussex County Council:
https://czone.eastsussex.gov.uk/inclusion-and-send/isend-services/assessment-
planning/service/

If you would like a place for any other child with special educational needs and
disabilities, you should apply as normal, and your application will be considered in
the same way as applications from children without special educational needs and
disabilities.

To view Rotherfield’s admissions policy, visit:
https://www.rotherfieldprimary.org.uk/docs/policies/Admissions Policy January 20

24 .pdf

To view information about school admissions in East Sussex:
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/admissions/

To contact the Information for Families line for admissions advice, please call:
0345 608 0192.

Summary of how the school meets the needs of children with SEN and
Disabilities
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https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/admissions/

Our school mission is ‘Building a community of caring, resilient learners.’

Children’s needs are best met by high quality first teaching from the class teacher
who will take into account the needs of each individual child. We pride ourselves on
having a multi-sensory teaching approach across all subjects.

Where necessary children will have access to extra provision. This will be planned
out and monitored very carefully, and it is important that you as the parent are part
of the process. This will take the form of an Individual Provision Plan or an
Education Health Care Plan. These plans will include long and short-term
outcomes and how support is provided and measured.

We comply with our duties under the Children and Families Act 2014, and the
Equalities Act 2010.
o We meet with parents to discuss concerns using a person-centred
approach.
e We make sure that pupils and parents play an active role in any decision
making.
e We provide children and parents with information regarding SEND in our
information report.
¢ We hold termly provision meetings with class teachers to focus on outcomes
and measure the impact of all intervention programmes on children’s
progress. This is part of our: assess, plan, do, review cycle.
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If the child is looked after by the local authority they will have a Care Plan including
a Personal Education Plan (PEP) and a Health plan. We will co-ordinate these
plans with the SEND support plan, if one is needed, and will involve parents and
carers as well as foster carers or social workers in discussions.

The designated teacher in charge of LAC/Adopted children is Kate Bishop.

5. How does the school identify children’s Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities

We aim to identify children’s special educational needs (SEND) as early as
possible, so that the child can achieve their best possible outcomes. We have



http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/pdfs/ukpga_20140006_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/pdfs/ukpga_20100015_en.pdf

pathways that recognise the support children may need in: dyslexia, ASC, EBSA
and ADHD that are accessible to all staff.

Lots of things need to be taken into consideration when identifying SEND in pupils.
We recognise that a pupil may have SEND if they are working at 2 years or more
behind their actual age and failing to show progress.

They will then need targeted provision. That is provision which is different from or
additional to that normally available to pupils of the same age.

It is important here to note that some children may have extra provision but not
have SEND.

Children may have one or more broad areas of special educational need or
disability:
¢ Communication and interaction: including speech and language
difficulties and autism.
¢ Cognition and learning: including developmental delay and specific
learning difficulties such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia.
¢ Social, emotional and mental health difficulties: including difficulties with
behaviour, attention deficit hyperactive disorder, and attachment disorder or
anxiety.
¢ Sensory and/or physical needs: including visual and hearing impairment,
dyspraxia, cerebral palsy and other physical disabilities or medical
conditions which affect a child’s learning.

It is important to note that some children may have a diagnosis of one of the above
but if it is not affecting their learning, academic progress or social and emotional
development, then we do not consider it a Special ‘Educational’ Need. These
pupils may still be monitored with a pupil passport.

We have termly pupil progress meetings where any child whose progress or
attainment is causing concern, will be identified and discussed. The class teacher
will then seek advice from the SENCO. Action may then be put into place to
support the child. Parents will always be informed of any decisions and pupils are
asked to contribute their thoughts through pupil voice activities. The SENCO may
seek advice from other professionals.

When a parent raises a concern about their child’s educational needs we will
always meet with you first to establish your views. It is also important for us to meet
with the class teacher to look at recent data and information and agree the best
support strategies to put in place.

If you are worried your child may have special educational needs, please first
contact your child’s class teacher, who will then speak with the SENCO.

Children who will be starting school with an EHCP will have a transition meeting
planned with the SENCO.

SEND Code of Practice sets out procedures that we follow (sec 6.15-6.24)

¢ All children to have access to quality first teaching and differentiation.
¢ lIdentified children with SEND may have additional and different teaching but
still have full access to quality first teaching.




We assess children’s current skills using Insight and other baseline
assessments on entry. We will build on information from previous settings
where appropriate. Where a child has a disability, under the Equality Act
2010 we will make reasonable adjustments.

We assess pupils needs socially, as well as academically, and will support
them where needed.

If concerns are raised with pupils who have behavioural difficulties we look
carefully to see if lack of progress is linked to their behaviour or possibly a
different special educational need.

If concerns are raised with pupils who have English as an additional
language we will look carefully to see if lack of progress is linked to this or
whether they may have a special educational need. Support from the EAL
team may be requested. We are aware that a child with difficulties in
speaking another language does not automatically mean that a child has
SEND needs.

We assess each pupil’s skills and level of attainment when they start at the school.
We continually assess each child’s progress using Insight. If a child is making less
than the progress we would expect for their age or individual circumstances, we will
consider whether they have special educational needs. The SENCO will then
contact parents to arrange a meeting to discuss next steps.

We use the following formal assessments outside the classroom to help support
children who may have a specific need:

Sandwell Early Numeracy Test
Dyslexia Screening Test

Speech Link (screening)

Language Link (screening)

Sound Linkage

Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire
Number Stacks assessment

ELSA screening assessment




6. How does the school teach and support children with SEN?

All teachers at Rotherfield Primary School know the individual needs of each child.
It is the child’s class teacher’s responsibility to meet the needs of all the children in
their class through quality first teaching. If a child’s progress is less than expected
the class teacher will work with the SENCO to assess whether a child has a SEND.
Evidence will be gathered. This may take the form of short assessments.

An individual pupil progress plan may then be put in place for the child. This will
show the different interventions that will be put in place to meet their extra needs.
This will be reviewed three times a year with the class teacher, parents and
SENCO.

At Rotherfield Primary School we have skilled TAs who run provision groups, with
the direction of class teachers and the SENCO.

We run provision groups or 1:1 sessions that support children in the following
areas:

Reading fluency Writing

Spelling and phonics Handwriting

Maths skills Social skills

Speech and language skills Sensory processing

Fine and gross motor skills Self esteem

Memory skills Emotional based school avoidance
Occupational therapy — as directed

by specialists

Sensory circuits

These provision groups are regularly measured for impact through provision
meetings held three times a year. These meetings are with the class teacher and
SENCO and are a way of supporting and monitoring teachers to ensure good
teaching. We also run performance management for all staff throughout the year.

If your child has been assessed as having a SEND they will have a targeted
Individual Provision Plan or EHCP. This will be reviewed three times a year with
parents in an Individual Progress Review (IPR) meeting. We really value the
support of parents in this process. If we feel that a pupil may need extra support in
terms of having an Educational Health Care Needs Assessment they will then have
enhanced provision. Enhanced provision will include more pupil and parent voice
and possibly support from Local Authority provision.

How will the curriculum and learning environment be matched to the
child’s needs?

When starting school at Rotherfield Primary School all children start in Reception.
They stay with this cohort of children as they progress through the school. The
class teacher uses the National Curriculum to plan, teach and assess each day,
making sure that all children make good progress. All teachers differentiate
carefully and use multi-sensory resources.




We use Insight to assess pupils’ progress each term. Pupil progress meetings are
then held to discuss data three times a year. The SENCO will support teachers to
ensure all pupils make good progress.

Children are carefully seated and grouped depending on their need and they are
challenged or supported accordingly. We consider this very carefully. We plan to
the needs of each individual child and will adapt the curriculum, where necessary.
For example, we will provide different/extra equipment, extra staffing, visual
timetables and vocabulary, use of mind mapping and we will set different outcomes
to match ability.

All pupils have access to a broad and balanced curriculum which is suitable for all
our pupils. We set high expectations for all pupils.

Children with SEND have their targets closely monitored throughout the year. We
endeavour to withdraw children as little as possible. The exception to this is where
children may require a quieter and safer space to work in.

We will look at the child’s level of achievement and see what support they need to
make good progress and to reach their potential. We talk with children and parents
as part of the SEND support cycle, i.e. assess, plan, do, review. (This is from
SEND Code 6.12).

Please look at our school prospectus and website to see how we set out our
classes and the learning they will cover: http://www.rotherfieldprimary.org.uk/Our-

Pupils/

8. How are parents and carers involved in reviewing children’s progress and
planning support?

Every child who has a SEND will have an Individual Provision Plan or EHCP.
These plans will be reviewed with parents three times a year. You will have the
opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and help to set targets. We also feel it
is important to talk about how children can be supported in the home.

We are very committed to working with parents and carers and always have our
door open to discuss any concerns that parents may have about their child.

We will publish the SEND report annually, hold 30 minute IPP reviews three times
a year and EHCP reviews three times a year. These review meetings will be held
with the SENCO, class teacher, parents and any other officials that have been
working with your child will be invited. These will take place during school hours.
Reviews will have a focus on your child’s progress towards outcomes set over the
year.



http://www.rotherfieldprimary.org.uk/Our-Pupils/
http://www.rotherfieldprimary.org.uk/Our-Pupils/

Children with an EHCP will include an Annual Review as one of these reviews.
This review will be an hour and at the meeting we will discuss all targets set on the
EHCP, not just interim targets set during the year.

We may have highlighted some children as needing extra support, but they will not
have a SEND. They will have their provision detailed on a class provision map and
their progress will be regularly monitored at provision meetings. A letter will be sent

home to parents each term detailing the provisions that your child is in. These
children will be closely monitored for signs of a possible SEND in the future. If
needed these children may need a pupil passport created. A pupil passport will
contain views of child, teacher and parent and have a summary of support needed.
It will stay with the child and updated each year.

All children also receive a report at the end of the school year. We hold two parent
consultation sessions per year and appointments can be made with your child’s
class teacher and the SENCO through the year, when needed.

Our school is accessible for parents who have disabilities, and we have an
accessibility plan in place; please visit our website for details.

We also have a fully accessible toilet with changing facilities and a hoist.

9. How are children involved in reviewing their progress and planning

support?

We are committed to involving children in their learning. Pupils who have an
Individual Provision Plan or EHCP will have the opportunity to discuss their
progress before and after review meetings. All children with SEND will have a pupil
voice questionnaire completed and reviewed annually.

Who'’s involved?

How often?

Self assessment

Pupil, class teacher,
teaching assistant, INA

Daily

Worry box / suggestion
box

Pupil, class teacher,
teaching assistant, INA

Available in all classes

School Council

Two pupil
representatives from
years 1-6

Fortnightly

Pupil Voice

Pupil, class teacher,
teaching assistant, INA,
SENCO

At least once a year with
a review

Pupil Passport, IPP
review meetings and
EHCP interim

Pupil, class teacher,
teaching assistant, INA,
SENCO, parents

Three times a year

Annual review (EHCPs
only)

Pupil, class teacher,
teaching assistant, INA,
SENCO, parents support
services, Local Authority

Once a year




10.How does the school prepare and support children to transfer to a new
school/college or the next stage of education and life?

At Rotherfield Primary School we are very committed to supporting children with
transition in all year groups and use advice and support from CLASS.

In year 6, we work with our local secondary schools to provide a well-supported
transition package. During their final year, there are transition meetings organised
with year 7 tutors and the SEND team to discuss all children from all schools.

The main secondary school that our pupils attend is Beacon Academy. All year 6
children from across the community of schools are invited to attend an induction
day there in July. Parents and children also have an induction evening to meet the
tutors and to find out about some aspects of the year 7 curriculum.

Vulnerable children have additional induction opportunities. They have a bespoke
programme depending on their needs. This could involve weekly visits to tour the
school and meet the staff. The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO)
from the secondary school will attend Annual Reviews in year 6 to begin to identify
the children’s needs. This will help to create a transition plan. If your child is not
going to take up a local secondary school placement, our school will liaise closely
with the school of your choice to ensure a smooth transition is made.

All children on the SEND register will have any transition difficulties discussed.
Children may be provided with a visual transition book to help prepare them during
the holidays.

11. What training have school staff undertaken?

When we plan support for a child, we think about the knowledge and skills their
teachers and support staff will need. If necessary, we plan training for the staff
member or arrange an INSET training day. All our teachers have qualified teacher
status. The SENCO is working towards the SENCO NPQ.

Our whole school development plan is created with the senior leadership team and
school governors. It sets out the priorities and targets for the year, including
training needed to achieve these targets.

Whole school staff training regularly takes place with a focus on special needs and
vulnerable groups. Over the last three years staff have been trained in:

Training Course Title

Three Day Phonics
Sentence Play

Bringing Vocab to life




Paediatric first aid

2 Day Phonics

Bereavement Awareness Training
Jump Ahead and Sensory Circuits
Child Protection

Effective Intervention

Effective Intervention for TAs
Primary Leadership Conference

Busy Box training

Therapeutic Thinking Approach training

Lego therapy

ELKLAN Specialist SLCN apprenticeship

NHS Allergy training

Administration of prescribed medicines training

Specialist administration of Epilepsy medication training

PINS training (Partnership for Inclusion of Neurodiversity in Schools)
CLASS Building the Foundations for Learning

CLASS Communication and Language Information training (COLIN)
Adaptive Teaching

ESCC Dyslexia training and network affiliation

12.How does the school measure how well it teaches and supports children

with SEND?

We regularly and carefully review the quality of teaching for all pupils to make sure
no-one under achieves. We look at whether our teaching and programmes of
support have made a difference. We hold provision meetings and pupil progress
meeting three times a year to monitor the progress and development of all pupils.
This helps us to develop the use of interventions that are effective and to remove

those that are less so.




We regularly evaluate our SEND provision and use this to develop an action plan
to further improve our SEND provision.

We send home a parent questionnaire every year, then summarise the results and
feedback to parents. This information helps to inform the school improvement plan.

We also invite parents to provide feedback at meetings and through the Ofsted
parent view website. https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/

What our children say.....
‘I know if I'm doing well because | get feedback in my book”. (year 6)

- “If  am worried | will ask a teacher in the room to help me”. (year 5)

- “My school knows | have dyslexia and that | need help with spelling”. (year 6)
- “Being in a group make it easier”. (year 5)

- “The SENCO asks me how | am doing and if | need anything”. (year 5)

- “l use my special toolkit to help me”. (year 2)

What our parents say...
- “The school is fantastic at spotting children who may need extra help via constant

and close mentoring of children’s progress and personal goals”.

- “Constant communication with the parents on progress has been fantastic”.

- “We are thrilled with all of the provisions put in place for our daughter”.

- “The school offers a listening ear and advice”.

- “ like the way that social and emotional needs are considered”.

- “The school has supported my child in arranging additional transition visits to
secondary school”.

- “The curriculum is tailored so my child can get help with what is needed in the
curriculum”.

- “I know how to support my child at home through discussions at achievement
meetings”.

- “| like the way that advice is followed up so that we can see how things are
going”.

- “The TA’s are an invaluable help in the classroom setting and extra help outside
the classroom”

11
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13. How accessible is the school and how does the school arrange equipment
or facilities children need?

Our school is accessible to all. We have a downstairs disabled toilet and access
to the front, side and back of the school with ramps. We can also provide the
following:

e Writing slopes and pencil grips

e Scribes and readers for assessments

e Left-handed scissors and pens

¢ Visual school with symbols and signs

e Buddy scheme

e Laptops and iPads with software to support literacy and numbery skills

e Ear defenders

e Appropriate fidget tools

e Chair bands

e Theraputty

e Sand timers

e Sensory circuit equipment

e Wobble cushions

e Chew aids

Please read our Accessibility Plan and Equalities Policy for more information,
available on our website. We are subject to the Equalities Act and will make any
reasonable adjustments, including the deployment of support staff to prevent a
disabled child being disadvantaged. We will also work closely with other support
services where needed.

Where necessary, we will undertake whole school training to support teachers
understanding of disabilities children may have.

All pupils who have a medical condition will have an Individual Health Care Plan
(IHCP), which is reviewed once a year. See school medical policy and medical
conditions policies.

If specific equipment is needed this will be arranged through discussions with
support services and parents.

14.How are children included in activities with other children, including
school trips?

12




Through careful planning and reasonable adjustments, pupils with SEN engage in
the activities of the school together with those who do not have SEN and are
encouraged to participate fully in the life of the school and in any wider community
activity.

We work with parents and pupils to listen to their views, feelings and wishes to
ensure pupils with SEN engage fully in the life of the school and in any wider
community activity.

As a parent, we encourage you to discuss your concerns with us so that we can
plan for full inclusion.

15.What support is there for children’s overall well-being and their emotional,
mental and social development?

At Rotherfield Primary School we will support each child in helping them to reach
their full potential and believe that looking after children’s well-being is a very
important part in this.

As a school we have daily assemblies that cover a range of themes that encourage
children to think about morals, relationships and keeping themselves safe. Our
Friday assembly is our Celebration Assembly where we celebrate work from each
class. We will also congratulate children for things they have achieved outside of
school.

We take the mental health of our pupils very seriously. Should we have any
concerns we will discuss these with parents and then if necessary, provide an
intervention to support them. We may also take advice from outside agencies, for
example educational psychologists.

Interventions that we can provide at Rotherfield include:
e Self-esteem groups
e Positive people groups
e Social communication groups
e Emotionally based school avoidance work

Our school curriculum also supports children’s social and emotional and mental
health development. We teach PSHE (Personal Social Health Education) weekly.

We will monitor and review progress, with the child and parent, so that we can see
good outcomes for them. We will do this as part of the SEND support planning
cycle of assess, plan, do review.

The secure environment which the school provides allows the children to develop
independence and responsibility so that they become increasingly more able to
make informed decisions.

13




It is our intention that all children should have a positive self-image and that they
should be able to develop a healthy lifestyle through the activities offered and the
many ways they are taught.

14




16. What specialist services does the school use to support children and
their families?

As part of the graduated response cycle of SEND support (assess, plan, do,
review) we will consider whether we need to involve other services to make sure
the child’s specific needs are met. We regularly work with:

speech and language therapists
communication and language specialists (CLASS)
school nurses

educational psychologists
attendance support team

TASS

Early Years support

Family support Workers
Occupational Therapists
Physiotherapists

Assessment and planning

Please see the East Sussex local offer and health services for more information on
services our county can provide.

17. Where can | get information, advice and support?

If your child has special educational needs or a disability you will be involved in
ongoing discussions about their learning with the class teacher. Do not hesitate to
contact the class teacher if you have any concerns. If you continue to have
questions about your child’s needs being met, the class teacher will ensure you are
contacted by the SENCO.

Information on the East Sussex ‘local offer’ and services offered can be found by
following this link: https://new.eastsussex.gov.uk/childrenandfamilies/specialneeds/

18. What do | do if | am not happy or if | want to complain?

We actively encourage early communication should you have any concerns. The
procedure for discussing concerns is as follows:

. Informal discussion with class teacher

. Informal discussion with Head teacher

. Formal discussion with class teacher

. Formal discussion with Head teacher

. Formal discussion with Chair of Governors
. Concern discussed by Governing body

. Local Authority involvement

NOoO O WN -
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The vast majority of concerns can be dealt with without going beyond stage 2.
Stage 3 and beyond, any complaint must be made formally in writing.

19. How effective are we in supporting our SEND children?

Attainment at KS2 (Key Stage) 2026

36% of 2026 Year 6 pupils were identified as having SEND, a proportion
significantly above national averages and reflective of both the complexity of need
within the cohort and our strong identification processes. Outcomes were positive:
67% of SEND pupils achieved attainment at Key Stage 2 that was on or above
age-related expectations.

How have we achieved this?

1. All teachers are teachers of SEND

. Quality First Teaching

. High expectations of all children

. Training

. Targeted support from the SENCO

. Good teamwork across the school

. Well managed and focused interventions

NOoO AR, WN

This report will be monitored yearly by the designated SEND governor and will be
presented to the governing body at a full governors’ meeting.

Date of next review: July 2027
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