Rotherfield Primary and Pre School
Newsletter Friday 4th September (No.1)

Message from Miss Bishop
Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to the 2026/2027 academic year. Children in Pre-School and Years 1 -6 came back
with great enthusiasm today- full of stories about their summer holiday experiences and
ready to get stuck into another year of learning. We are looking forward to meeting our new
Reception starters next week.



We are particularly excited that this year sees the Pre-School become an integral part of
Rotherfield Primary School, providing children with a consistent and nurturing experience
from their earliest educational experiences onwards. We are looking forward to sharing
more about this journey over the coming months.

Over the summer we have had a new phone system installed, the number remains the same
(01892 852574) but there are slightly different call options to choose from when you first
dial in. We had a few teething problems this morning but it all seems back up and working
again now! Thank you for your patience.

Seesaw links will be shared with parents next Wednesday, as we need time to set the
accounts up.

We would like to give a big welcome to Mrs Keene, Miss Arthur and Mrs Hurst who have all
joined our staff team this week. We are really excited to have them working alongside the
current team.

| hope you all have a wonderful weekend,

Miss Bishop

PE Days

Children need to wear their PE Kits on their class PE days. These are as follows:
Reception: Monday (from the 14th September)

Year 1: Monday and Wednesday

Year 2: Tuesday and Wednesday

Year 3: Tuesday and Thursday

Year 4: Tuesday and Thursday

Year 5: Monday and Thursday

Year 6: Wednesday and Thursday

Could your child now be eligible for Free School Meals?

From September 2026, the Government has expanded eligibility for Free School Meals in
England. Children from any household receiving Universal Credit may now qualify for a free
school meal, regardless of household earnings. This change is expected to make many more
families eligible for support.



At the same time, the previous transitional protection arrangements have ended, which
means families must meet the current eligibility criteria to continue receiving Free School
Meals.

We encourage all parents and carers who receive Universal Credit to check their eligibility
and apply if they have not already done so. Even if your child is currently receiving Universal
Infant Free School Meals (Reception, Year 1 or Year 2), registering may help the school
access additional support for eligible pupils.

If you think your child may be eligible, visit the East Sussex Free School Meals application
webpage https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/school-life/school-

meals/free-school-meals

School Drop-Off and Collection Times
A gentle reminder to all families about our school day timings.
Morning Drop-Off

e The school gates open at 8.45am.

e Gates close promptly at 8.55am.

Please ensure your child arrives in good time so they can settle into class, complete morning
routines and be ready to start learning when lessons begin.

Afternoon Collection

e Reception, Year 1 and Year 2: 3.10pm

e Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6: 3.15pm
Why punctuality matters

Being on time every day is extremely important. Children who arrive late can miss valuable
learning, important instructions and opportunities to settle with their classmates before
lessons begin. Regular punctual attendance helps children develop positive habits, reduces
anxiety and ensures they make the most of every minute of their school day. We greatly
appreciate your support in helping your child arrive on time and ready to learn.

Keeping everyone safe

The start and end of the school day are particularly busy times. Please help us keep all
children safe by:

e Supervising children carefully on the playground and in the car park.

e Walking bikes and scooters on the school site.


https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/school-life/school-meals/free-school-meals
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/school-life/school-meals/free-school-meals

e Avoiding parking in restricted areas or blocking residents' driveways.

e Leaving promptly after drop-off and collection so that the site remains clear and safe
for everyone.

Thank you for your support in helping us maintain a calm, safe and positive start and end to
each school day. By working together, we can ensure that every child arrives ready to learn
and leaves safely at the end of the day.

Uniform Reminder

At Rotherfield Primary School, we are proud of our school uniform and the positive
contribution it makes to our school community. Our uniform helps to create a sense of
belonging, promotes equality and ensures that children come to school dressed
appropriately and ready to learn. The uniform consists of grey trousers, dress or skirt, a red
polo shirt, a green sweatshirt or cardigan, and suitable black shoes. Children should also
wear the correct PE kit, including black shorts or tracksuit bottoms and their house-coloured
polo shirt. We ask all families to support us by ensuring that children attend school in the
correct uniform and PE kit every day.

If a child regularly attends school in incorrect uniform or PE kit, we will contact parents and
carers to discuss this and offer support where needed. Thank you for your continued
cooperation with this matter.

Message from Wraparound Care

Please note that from Monday, we will be operating a Child Collection Password System.
Please see the email sent earlier today.

If you have any queries, please contact Wraparound Care on wraparoundcare@rotherfield-

cps.e-sussex.sch.uk

Message from the Kitchen

Just a gentle reminder from Debby in the kitchen that lunches must be booked in advance
through Parent Pay.

Inset days for 2026-2027

We have three remaining INSET days planned for this academic year, school will be closed to
all pupils on these dates.


mailto:wraparoundcare@rotherfield-cps.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:wraparoundcare@rotherfield-cps.e-sussex.sch.uk

4th January 2027
12th April 2027

2nd July 2027

PTCA

Useful links
Arbor

Tapestry - Peake class

Seesaw

Times table Rock Stars

Numbots

Rotherfleld Prlmary School

her, we make a difference!

THANK YOU &3
FOR AN AMAZING YEAR! *+

A huge thank you to all our famiies, staff,
volunteers and local supporters for your
incredible generosity, time and energy
this year. Together, we've achieved so
much for our school community.
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TUCKSHOP - A HUGE SUCCESS!
This year we intreduced tuckshop and it has been &
fantastc addition 1o schost life - the children love 1!
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= SAVE THE DATE' =
ROTHERFIELD COLOUR RUN
SATURDAY 26TH JUNE 2027

GET READY FOR MORE COLOUR. FUN AND



https://rotherfield-primary-school-mis.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://tapestryjournal.com/
https://app.seesaw.me/#/login?role=parent
https://play.ttrockstars.com/
https://play.numbots.com/#/account/school-login-type?

Adverts

iﬁx’iﬁ Parent Support Tean |
EarlyBird

 2-6urs SV,

A course parents and carers of children
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Sunday 13th September
3:30- 5.45pm Fun for

all the family!



IS GOMING T0 GROWBOROUGH!

From September 2026

ﬁ Beacon Academy Courts

SATURDAY SESSIONS

12:30-1:30PM: "BUZZERS" (REC-Y2)

1:30-2:30PM: "FLIERS" (Y3-Y4)
-

2:30-3:30PM: "STINGERS" (Y5-Y6)

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST !

forms.gle/mmJZ8ZqkupcqygG67

Please share with any localfamilies who may be interested!
https://www.boostnetball.com/boost-crowborough

CROWBOROUGH

RUNNERS

THE FRIEENDLY LOCAL RUNNING CLuB

WHY JOIN?

e Open to Adults and Juniors (Ages 8 to 99+)

e Couch to 5K Program.

¢ Personalised Coaching for Non-Runners
through to Advanced Athletes every week.

¢ Social events throughout the year.

e Up to 3 Coached Sessions a Week

» Free taster sessions - Free Running Vest for
Joiners!

SCAN TO FIND OUT MORE

N

https://crowboroughrunners.org.uk




Welcome back to a new school year from all of usat
Chartwells! We're so pleased to welcome children back

1o the dining room and to continue serving freshly
prepared, nutritious school meals that help fuel their
day. Read on for a flavour of what's in store this term!

DONGIIMISSIOUTION
EREEJSCHOOLMEATLS

AMILIES THAN EVER NOW QUALIFY FOR FRER
unooc MEALS, EVEN IF YOU'VE CHECKED BEFORL.

1f your child's efigible, they can enjoy & FREE school
lunch every day, saving your family time and money
by signing up

Nutritious meals help keep your child energised
and focused throughout the school day

From Seplember 2026, all Universai Credit
households qualify, regardless of income

Signing up is quick and confidential, and could
really make s difference 1o your child's day

Scan the QR code to find out more, including how to
register for free school meals, or contact Chartwells
at education.csu@compass-group.co.uk or on free
phone 0800 917 6818.

EOR
EVERY(ONE!

THERE'S ALWAYS SOMETHING EXCITING ON THE
MENU, AND THIS TERM BRINGS EVEN MORE CHOIKCE
EVERY CHILD CAM LOOK FORWARD TO.

2 White rice and pasta options slongside our
wholegrain choices, available every single day

A British seasonal veg focus each month

including ice lollies, custard creams and
traditional school cake

Phus, look out for our NEW Autuma/Winter menu
launching in schools in November, with British
inspired school favourites such ss Sausage &
Mash, and our mid-week roasts now including 8
Yorkshire Pudding!

%
{y, Dessert Delights! Rotating dessert theme days,
2u

. Chartwq!!§
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